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This proposed workshop series and conference forms the foundational stage of an international 
collaborative project to bring together scholars and postgraduate students researching the revenue 
and expenditure of royal women in premodern Europe (c. 1000-1800 CE). The universally 
acknowledged connection between money and power works in both directions—financial means are 
a vital basis for gaining and maintaining authority while access to power can also bring enhanced 
access to financial resources. In premodern Europe, monarchy was the most ubiquitous political 
system and royal women (including the consorts, mothers, daughters and sisters of rulers as well as 
women who ruled in their own right) formed the crucial female element of that political structure. 
Royal women had considerable access to financial resources from complex revenue streams 
including not only lands and territorial rights but income from taxes, fines, customs, urban centres, 
gifts, markets, trading monopolies and even religious foundations. A queen’s resources could come 
from her dower, jointure, propter nuptia donation or morgengabe—a package of revenues that she 
was granted by a husband after her marriage and/or after her installation in office. While some 
revenues were intended to support a royal woman as a widow, in other cases a consort was given 
access to these funds on her marriage for the duration of her life. She might also have funds or lands 
which formed part of her dowry from her natal family or lands which she inherited in her own right 
as an heiress.  
 
These revenues gave her considerable political and cultural wherewithal, providing crucial funds to 
maintain her household as well as capital for religious and cultural patronage and industrial 
investments such as mills, breweries and factories. It also allowed her to build and maintain political 
networks through her ‘affinity’ of officials who assisted in administration of her lands and 
investments and formed a key element of her power base across the realm. Yet while the financial 
element of the queen’s role is central to her exercise of power and authority, the economic aspect of 
queenship and royal studies more broadly is understudied as Charlotte Backerra highlighted in her 
opening address at the recent Monarchy and Money conference. While emerging works such as 
Cathleen Sarti (ed.), Women and Economic Power in Premodern Royal Courts (ARC Humanities Press, 
2020) have begun to shed light on this important area, there is pressing need to build a wider, 
comparative picture of the financial agency of European royal women in the medieval and early 
modern periods to deepen our understanding of this nexus where economic history, gender studies, 
political history and royal studies meet.  
 
This project aims to address this lacuna through a series of workshops, held virtually via video 
conferencing, to bring together an international group of researchers, from senior scholars to 
postgraduate and early career researchers, for discussions that will enable them to share the results 
of their investigations on the resources and revenues of royal women. The workshop series will 
culminate in a conference, to be held at the University of Winchester in late 2022 which will bring 
together participants from all of the themed workshops to reflect collectively and comparatively on 
the revenues of royal women. By joining together individual studies, often focused on the resources 
of one particular figure or a small cluster of queens in a particular realm, we will be able to gain a 
wider understanding of the economic agency of royal women by comparing their revenues over the 
whole of the premodern period across Europe. This research will not only shed light on queenship, 
the gendered exercise of authority and management of crown finances, but it also gives us a greater 
understanding of rulership and the wider mechanisms of monarchy. The queen’s lands and 
resources were often drawn from larger collections of territories and prerogatives which belonged 
to the crown and her natal dynasty. The strategic allocation or alienation of lands to the queen was a 
means of delegating authority, co-rulership and enhancing the visibility and reach of the crown in 



areas which the queen administered. The comparative nature of the project—over the medieval and 
early modern periods and across several European regions—will help us understand continuity and 
change over time as well as how the complex mechanisms of royal and queenly finances varied in 
different courts and cultural contexts. 
  
The key outputs of these activities will be an edited collection/special issue derived from the papers 
presented at the conference along with the development of an application for a major funding bid to 
enable the construction of an interactive database to map the lands, revenues and resources 
controlled by royal women. The questions explored in these workshops and the final conference are 
vital to the success of the database project to understand the range of material which will need to 
be included as well as similarities and differences between periods and regions which will be 
important to factor into the development of the database. The conference will include presentations 
from database experts to advise on how best to frame our project and dedicated time for grant 
writing for the funding application.  While this phase of the wider programme of research is focused 
solely on incoming revenue streams and resources, in future phases we aim to examine the 
expenditure of royal women to give a more holistic understanding of the economic aspect of 
queenship including household and financial management, investment strategies and the 
development of their financial resources and networks. 
 
Plans for the Workshop Series and Conference: 
The initial plan for these workshops was to hold them physically at key sites linked to the research 
and research team including The National Archives and the Universities of Winchester in the UK and 
Essen in Germany. However, given that the current situation with regards to COVID-19 may make 
international travel and events like these impractical for an extended period, and encouraged by the 
successful virtual Kings & Queens 9 conference and other recent online events, it was decided to 
hold these workshops via video conferencing software so that we could commence the collaboration 
as soon as possible. 
  
The conference will be held in late 2022, by which time we anticipate it will be viable to hold an in-
person event again which will allow us to bring all of the workshop attendees together to draw 
connections between the themes highlighted in the workshop series. Whereas the workshops will be 
more discussion based and revolve around sharing data and examples of documental sources, the 
conference will create an opportunity for the participants to present their research in a more formal 
and extended setting, in paper sessions. As noted previously, the conference will also be the basis of 
both of the projected outputs—a collection to draw the papers together and the development of a 
digital humanities based grant application for a database to chart the lands and revenue streams of 
royal women which will form the next stage of the wider project. As noted above, a key element of 
the conference will be the participation of database experts to help us develop strong plans for the 
next stage of the project and dedicated time set aside for a grant-writing workshop embedded in the 
event itself. 
 
Research Personnel involved: 
PI: Dr Elena (Ellie) Woodacre (Winchester) 
Core research group: Prof Amalie Fößel (Duisburg-Essen), Prof Ana Maria S.A. Rodrigues (Lisbon), Dr 
Charlotte Backerra (Göttingen), Dr Cathleen Sarti (Oxford), Dr Chloë McKenzie (NCH) 
 
Partners: Dr Sean Cunningham & Dr Jessica Nelson (The National Archives), Dr Laura Tompkins 
(Historic Royal Palaces), MUNARQAS project (PIs: Prof Ángela Muñoz Fernández and Dr Diana Pelaz 
Flores) https://munarqas.com/  
 
 

https://munarqas.com/


 
Proposed Event Schedule: 

1. Lands (Late Spring 2021): 
a. What did the terre regine comprise? How did this change over time? Were they 

‘fixed’ queen’s lands (like Portugal) or fluctuating ones (England, Aragon)? What 
political strategies/financial considerations went into selecting these lands? What 
other revenue streams formed part of her dower besides lands (fee farms, 
taxes/fees, customs duties, wardships etc) and how did this vary over time and 
place? 

b. Value—what were the queen’s lands worth? How did the amount that queens were 
granted in dower change over time? To what extent was the value of queens’ 
dowers similar between different realms (comparison of the value of contemporary 
queens’ dowers)?  

c. Competition & cooperation: what happens when there are multiple queens to 
dower (i.e consort and existing dowager queens)? How does this affect overall 
crown finances? What impact did having multiple royal women drawing on the same 
pool of lands and resources have on relations between these women or the financial 
and/or political position of dowager queens? 

d. Evolution & Purpose: To what extent was dower to be used only in case of 
widowhood or was it intended to make the queen and her household self-sufficient. 
Did this purpose change over time (i.e England)? How did different cultural/legal 
practices of dowering wives in various regions of Europe impact the queen’s 
position? 

2. Resources (Autumn 2021): 
a. Looking at dowry and dower as a key means of financial exchange and political and 

diplomatic negotiation—role of families/negotiators in setting the value of the 
dowry (and stipulating dower) 

b. Looking at differences in dowry and dowering brides in terms of regional customs, 
i.e morgengabe, propter nuptia donations etc. How did these customs change over 
time? Was there any transnational influence from dynasties who had composite 
monarchies? 

c. Access: what, if anything, did the queen/bride have access to after her marriage? 
Did she have any control over these resources? What is the public/private divide in 
terms of lands/money she inherited or acquired independently versus lands and 
revenues she was granted by the crown? Where and how did she invest her 
resources and/or develop her portfolio of investments? 

d. Reputation: what impact did having little or no dowry have on the perceived value 
of a queen and her matrimonial alliance to her subjects? Did this lead to increased 
criticism of her or undermine her queenly status? 

3. Affinity & Administration (Spring 2022): 
a. What means were used to administer the queen’s lands and portfolio of investments 

(council, officers, receivers, treasurers etc)? How did this vary in various realms and 
over time? What documentation survives that helps us to ascertain the queen’s 
relationship with these officers and/or councils and her engagement with the 
management of her lands, investments and resources? To what extent did she 
demonstrate ‘good lordship’ or business acumen? 

b. To what extent are the officers/tenants of her land connected to her household? 
Can we view the officers/tenants of her land as a network or affinity? How can we 
map or trace these affinities using prosopographical techniques or social network 
theory? Can we see particular noble or gentry families as having deep connections 
or affiliations to queens through their lands and/or households? 



c. Reputation: To what extent did the queen and/or the queen’s officials enhance or 
damage her reputation? Was the queen considered a good (land)lord/investor or 
avaricious? Did the lands of the queen have a positive or negative connotation—did 
her subjects feel they benefitted from her rule or stewardship of the 
lands/cities/territory? Was being a ‘good businesswoman’ a trait which was looked 
on positively or negatively by her subjects? 

d. Competition & cooperation: How extensive was the queen’s authority in her own 
lands? Did she have jurisdiction over justice, the ability to grant privileges, remission 
of taxes etc? What happened when disputes in or over the queen’s lands needed to 
be arbitrated by the king? How aggressive were particular queens in protecting their 
lands and rights? Where she was involved in manufacture, how competitive were 
her rates—did she control monopolies on particular products or were subjects 
obliged to do business with her ‘on her terms’ due to her status and position? 

4. Optional Event: Seminar for Economic History of Monarchy Series (Summer 2022) 
a. This seminar may take the form of a panel of 2-3 shorter papers or be in a 

‘roundtable’ format and will offer us the opportunity to begin to highlight some of 
the research from project members and initial findings from the discussions of the 
workshops. While only a limited number of the project participants will present at 
this event, all are welcome to take part and contribute to the discussions at the end 
of the seminar.  

5. CONFERENCE (Autumn 2022): 
a. Paper Sessions from Project Participants 

i. Connected to major themes discussed in the workshop series 
ii. Drawn from the individual research of participants on royal women across 

premodern Europe 
iii. Creating a foundation for the collection/special issue of the proceedings 

b. Database & Output Planning  
i. Presentations from Database Experts on their projects, reflections on their 

experience which will benefit the construction of our database 
ii. Bringing together discussion from previous workshops to refine the list of 

key information to be included in the projected database 
iii. Development of draft outline for research aims for next phase of the project 

and plans for the database to inform the Grant Writing workshop  
iv. Discussion of publication output from this phase of the project: decision on 

format, structure of the submission and deadline for draft contributions 
c. Grant Writing Workshop 

i. Discussion of the potential funding streams to agree which would be best 
suited to our project 

ii. Taking advantage of intensive group collaboration and the participants being 
in situ together to develop and write an initial draft of the larger project bid  

 
 
 
If you have any questions about the project information contained here or the planned events which 
we have outlined, please contact the PI, Dr Ellie Woodacre, who would be very happy to supply 
additional information and answer your queries: Ellie.Woodacre@winchester.ac.uk  
 

mailto:Ellie.Woodacre@winchester.ac.uk

