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Reading Between the Lines: Evidence of the writing and public speaking of Agrippina the Younger (A. D. 15-59)

This paper considers the writing and diplomacy of Agrippina the Younger (A. D. 15-59) including evidence of her memoir, her letters, and references to her public speaking and political advice.  Her literacy and ease with public communication are sat in the context of growing up in a family where literacy was prevalent amongst both sexes and a key tool in public administration – especially as Augustus, her great-grandfather, deliberately blurred the distinction between his private household and the public ‘first family’ of Rome. Agrippina exemplifies the practical use of a woman’s education publicly, given her unique position as wife and mother to two politically inexperienced emperors who not only relied on but sanctioned (to a point) her political acumen to help to stabilise and support their rule.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, this paper discusses the context of Agrippina’s education in the royal family, and how a woman of her status expressed herself via written and oral communication. Then it will examine Agrippina’s literacy and public speaking (as well as that of other Augustan and Julio-Claudian women) in context with references to practical literacy, composition, and public expression attributed to various family members. Finally, it will consider the ideological conflict between Agrippina’s literate capabilities and the contemporary notion that a woman who was too educated was in danger of becoming masculine – ‘masculinity’ defined by the Romans as having a dominant personality and participating actively in public if not political life. Tacitus (especially), Suetonius, and Dio Cassius used their own literary skills to depict Agrippina as an aggressive women whose behaviour undermined her husband (Claudius) and son (Nero)’s authority and demonstrated the men’s political inefficiency and weakness. At the same time, these authors note Agrippina’s writing, letters, and speeches not as extraordinary activities themselves but rather as embedded evidence that Agrippina’s literacy and capabilities were readily folded into imperial activities.
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